Teaching Plan

Julia Discovers
Van Gogh
Develop kids creativity and
taste for art

bookprunelle.com

Book information
Book information
Grade Level Equivalent: Grade 1-4
Genre: Easy readers

Ages: 6 to 8+
Themes: The artist in me

Why this book
Students will be able to recognize the style, influence and history of worldfamous artist VIncent Van Gogh. Kids will learn about the Postimpressionism Art movement and its major artists.

Teaching materials:
Julia Discovers Van Gogh story book, paint, crayons, art supplies, resources
#1 to 6.

Summary
Julia’s birthday present, a new diary, becomes her art journal. Her dream
is to become an artist, and she is trying to realize what type of artist to
be. Today she wants to learn more about VIncent Van Gogh!

Critical question

--

How can teachers proactively work to encourage kids to question and think
critically about the world around them?
Get the student to:
1. Go beyond “what?” — and ask “how?” and “why?”
2. Follow it up with “How do you know this?”
3. Prompt them to think about how their perspective
may differ from other people’s.
4. Finally, ask them how to solve this problem.

What is art? Is this good ?
And who say so?
What is beauty in art?
Can we quantifying the value
of art?
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Before you read
Introduction
Begin by talking to the children about art in general. It is important for
them to understand that art is subjective - what one person likes
someone else might not and vice versa. You could ask abstract questions
such as "what is art?" "Is music art?" "Is drama/acting art?" Questions like
this might seem vague but it opens up the floor to discussions and
allows for children to begin learning about what art is and how it is
created. This will allow you and the other students to gauge their
individual levels of understanding about what art is, what it is to create
art and what it is to actually be an artist.
Preview and Predict
Introduce the story to the kids, begin with the cover page including the
title. Ask the kids to describe the picture. Encourage the kids to predict
the setting of the story.
Talk about the book cover, title
The Book cover says the title of the book is “Julia Discovers Van Gogh”
written by Blandine Carsalade. The book cover is asking several
questions including: What kind of a girl do you think Julia is? Why does
Julia want to learn about Van Gogh? Do you know the painting on the
canva?
Ask the following questions:
Have you heard of Vincent Van Gogh before?
What do you think this book will be about?
Will this book be a work of fiction or full of facts?
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Vocabulary activity
Vocabulary
Knowing the meaning of the words and phrases below increases
students’ understanding and enjoyment of the word play in the book.
Encourage them to look for clues in the text or in the special typefaces to
figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words. Explain that some words
and phrases are puns on popular idioms.
Use Resource #1: Vocabulary Cards on page 5 and distribute copies to
students.
Kindergarten: Print two copies and play a memory game by finding the
same word pair
Grade 1/2: Pick two words from the vocabulary card and use them in a
sentence / Fill in the blank /match up (words on one side - definitions on
the other.
Grade 3: Use a dictionary or online resources and find the definitions.
Pick five words to put in a sentence
Words:
Recreation, post, famous, techniques, style, portrait, abstract, example,
skillful, amazing.
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Resource #1

Vocabulary card

Recreation

Post

Famous

Techniques

Style

Portrait

Abstract

Example

Skillful

Amazing
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As you read
Reading the book
Modeled reading
Read aloud the first chapter of the book,
asking the class to follow along. Project
the text on a whiteboard or screen, if
possible. Have students go through the
book and write down all the words that
are in unusual typefaces - and explain why
they thought the author chose to do that
and why it was helpful for the story.

Paired reading : Resource #2
Assign partners to read the book
together. Encourage them to share
questions and reactions with each other.

Comprehension focus
Looking at the cover:
What do you think this book will be about?
What makes you think that?
What genre is this book? How do you know?
While reading:
What’s the setting of this story?
What is your favorite illustration in the book? Explain what you like about it.
What is happening in the story so far?
What do you think will happen next? What makes you say that?
What problems/challenges are the characters facing?
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After you read
Questions to discuss: Resource #3
1. What was the author’s purpose? Was he/she trying to persuade, inform
or entertain you? How do you know that?
2. What was the message of the story? What was Julia trying to learn?
3. In which other way could Julia have found out more about Vincent Van
Gogh and his art?
4. How did the character/s change during the story?
5. What were the most important parts of the story?
6. Did you like how the story was set out (in diary form)? What did you like
about it?
7. What are you still wondering about?
8. How might you find the answer to your questions?
9. How would you have handled the situation Julia was in?
10. What would you have done differently?

Questions to share: use resource #4 (Venn diagram)
Encourage students to share their responses with a partner or small group.
Discuss the word 'art’ and how everyone in the world has a different
interpretation of art. Explain that everyone is different and that having
different ideas from others is acceptable.
Encourage the children to think about how their ideas about art Where
do their ideas overlap with the ideas of other students?
Encourage the children to think about why different people might create
art in different styles. Why? What does it mean?
Do the children think they are any good at art? Why or why not? What
about their friends' art?
Using the Venn diagram encourage children to write down their own
thoughs and ideas. They will often have differing thoughts which they can
write down on their individual sides of the diagram, but where their ideas
overlap then they can write them in the middle section. This will
encourage children to consider other peoples points of view about art and
understand that there are no right or wrong answers.

07 | bookprunelle.com

Teaching plan

Resource #2

Reading questions

Questions

Anwsers

Before

During

After
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Resource #3

Questions to discuss

#

Answers

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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Starry night

List what you see in this painting and what it
inspires you.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Color your own using crayons
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Extra activities
Other related subjects
Research practice
There are lots of other artists out
there, but what can you find out
about them?
Children can be encouraged to
think Julia's voyage of discovery
about the history of Van Gogh.
They could then choose an artist
of their own and conduct their
own research into the history and
life of their particular artist.
They can use whatever research
methods necessary with the aim
of taking notes and being able to
speak for maybe a minute each
about their chosen artist.
Children that are less confident
working on their own can work
with a partner.

Art practice
Children can explore their own
creative sides by keeping an art
journal. They can draw down their
thoughts and feelings and make
small notes about art as they do it!
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Math practice

Graphing/ Data management:
resource #5
Select a handful of Van Gogh
pictures and let the children choose
which one they like the most. By
raising hands they can select which
image they like the most, tally the
results and plot a graph with the
data. They can then use the graph
and data to explore what makes the
winning artworks so popular.

Nature activity
Go outisde and pick some sunflowwers.
or use these photographs.
What do sunflowers look like?
How do they feel?
How do they smell?
What do different parts sound like?
Think about the overall look of a tall
sunflower plant, and also look closely at
the individual petals, seeds, leaves and
stalk. What words would you use to
describe them?

Teaching plan

Resource #5

Bar graph
Find a word that describes each art below.
Which piece of Van Gogh art do you like the most? Rank them from 1 to 5
(1 = favorite, 5 = least favorite on the dotted lines below each picture!
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Resource #6

Drawing
Create your self-portrait
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Resource #6

Coloring
Color/paint Van Gogh's portrait
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Resource #6

Sunflower collage

In this art lesson we will:
explore collage techniques:
create our own art inspired by sunflowers, using affordable,
readily available materials, with a focus on using the materials
to express our own interpretation of sunflowers
Materials needed:
Real sunflowers (if possible)
Collage materials in yellow, orange, green and brown colours
papers, card, fabric scissors, glue, white or black card
Take a piece of card to be your background.
Think about how you want to compose your sunflower picture.
Which way round do you want to place your card?
Do you want to create a complete plant, including the stem, or
just a part of the flower?
Where will you place your flower head?
In the centre or to one side?
How will you angle the flower head? Will it bend or will it face
straight ahead?
There are no wrong answers. You can create your own version of a
sunflower, however you would like.Gather some of the collage
materials and create your sunflower.
You can cut or tear the materials to size, and use glue to stick them
down to your card. Think about how you can combine different
materials to create an interesting collage.
How will you mix colours and textures together?
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Quiz
Q1: Why is Julia happy it's the holidays?
------------------------------------------------------------------------Q2: How many self portraits did Van Gogh do?
------------------------------------------------------------------------Q3: When did Van Gogh paint his first masterpiece?
------------------------------------------------------------------------Q4: Where was Van Gogh from?
------------------------------------------------------------------------Q5: What part of his body did Van Gogh cut off?
------------------------------------------------------------------------Q6: What type of flowers did Van Gogh paint?
------------------------------------------------------------------------Q7:

On which date did Julia fly to Amsterdam?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q8: Why did Julia almost cry at the museum?
------------------------------------------------------------------------Q9: What is Fauvism the French word for?
------------------------------------------------------------------------17 | bookprunelle.com
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Read more
Use these books and other Book Prunelle resources to expand your
students’ study of the book or theme.

Title: My Own Tree House
Collection: Magic me
Age: 6+
Grade:
Leron has dreamt of building his very own
treehouse for as long as he can remember and
he's not going to let his disability get in the way!

Title: The King's Garden
Collection: Magic me
Age: 6+
Grade:
A king is passionate about floral art, a lover of
plants and trees, and has created a splendid
garden. One day he goes on a long journey. When
he returns, he finds that everything in the garden
is dying. What happened?

Title: Princess Ellya Goes to School
Collection: Magic me
Age: 6+
Grade:
Princess Ellya is in a wheelchair, and she is no
different from other little girls. She likes picking
flowers, racing on the ramps of the castle that is
fully equipped to help her move around freely.
But now it’s time for Ellya to join Madame
Rose's boarding house outside her kingdom.
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